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Lighting the Advent Wreath: Art & Tracy Roberson

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHAPEL CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS

United Women in Faith Circle #5 is selling beautiful MSUMC ornaments again
this year. These ornaments are made of solid pewter and are made in the USA.
We see this year's ornament featuring the “Chapel in the Snow" as a beautiful
companion to last year's Sanctuary Ornament! We will again ask for a
suggested donation of $25 each. Proceeds from this sale will go to missions of
the church and our community. We will take pre-orders in the Commons Area
on Sundays. We will ask for payment at the time of pre-order.

BELONG—A CONVERSATION ABOUT MEMBERSHIP AT MSUMC

Have you been curious about becoming a member at Main Street? Do you
have questions about what membership is all about? Ready to Join and want
to know next Steps? No matter where you are on that continuum, if you want
to come find out more about membership here at Main St, join Pastor Sarah in
the Fellowship Hall TODAY at 10:00am to learn more!

CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR HOME FRIENDS
Please return cards to the box in the Narthex—due date is TODAY!

UPPER ROOM DEVOTIONAL BOOKS

The new issues for January/February have arrived! Pick up your copy in the
Sanctuary Narthex, at the “Member Pick-up Station” inside the Main Entrance
to the Connections Building, or in the Chapel Narthex.

LOVE OFFERING

After twelve years of work as one of our custodians, Willie Craven is retiring. If
you would like to express your appreciation to Willie upon his retirement, we will
collect a love offering to offer him a token of our gratitude for his service to our
church. Donations can be made directly to the church office with a note to add
to the “Love Offering for Willie Craven”. Due date is TODAY.

OASIS WORSHIP SERVICE

Come to the Sanctuary at 5:00pm on December 17 for an intimate 30-minute
service with Holy Commmunion and prayer led by one of our pastors, with music
by Chuck Foster, and a short devotion by a member of our congregation.

WEDNESDAY CONNECT DINNER

The entrée on December 17 is Pasta Fazool Italian Soup (gluten-free entrée is
available upon request). Dinner is served at 5:30pm. Reservations can be made
by: signing a reservation card and placing it in the offering plate; emailing
Kathryn (kathryn.jenkins@mainstreetumc.org); calling the church office at 336-
993-3417; visiting our website or clicking the link in the Thursday Connections
email each week. Reservations must be made by Monday at noon. The
suggested donation is $6/adult, $3/child (10 & under). New Horizons class serves.

HELP NEEDED FOR CHURCH LOCKUP

We're currently seeking a reliable individual to take on the responsibility of
securing our facilities each evening. This would also include unlocking and
relocking all buildings on Sundays. This role involves ensuring all doors are
properly locked and the premises are safe before departure. Attention to detail
and a strong sense of accountability are essential, as this task plays a critical role
in maintaining the safety and integrity of our operations. This is a paid position. |
Contact Tina Crew in the church office at 336-993-3411 for further details.

COOKIES, COOKIES, COOKIES

We would like to continue our tradition of giving our Bethany Café guests some
Christmas cookies during the meal on Dec. 20. Bring your homemade cookies
to the church office on December 15-19 during office hours. Please package 6
cookies in a Ziploc bag and label the bag with the type of cookie.

“SOUNDING JOY” CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

You are warmly invited to join us for our Christmas Program, “Sounding Joy" on
Thursday, December 18 at 6:30 p.m. The evening will feature special music from
our NOW band, A&O choir, Children’s Choir, and preschoolers as we celebrate
the season together. During the program, we'll explore what the joy of
Christmas sounds like — leading to the beautiful discovery that it is the sound of
the angels singing about the birth of Jesus.

CANTATA SUNDAY

This year's Cantata service will be a celebrated Festival of Lessons and Carols
which will take place on Sunday, December 21 at 10:30am in the Sanctuary as
one combined service. Our Adult Choir Ministry is hard at work preparing the
beautiful music of English composer, John Rutter, whose anthems and hymn
settings will be at the heart of our Lessons and Carols Service this year.
Accompanied by a 20-piece orchestra and led by an intergenerational array of
narrators, this service of Ancient Word from the Ancient of Days will deeply
touch and inspire our hearts as we contemplate anew the story of EMMANUEL
coming to earth to save and encourage our souls.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

On December 24, we have three special services that are a part of Main Street’s
Christmas Eve tradition: Join us at 4:00pm for our Family Christmas Eve Service.
This service is led by our youth and is a perfect opportunity for all the children in
attendance to become a part of the story! Our Christmas Eve Services will
continue at 7:00pm and 11:00pm with our Traditional Candlelight Services.
These touching and poignant services with Holy Commmunion are the perfect
way to remmember and reflect on the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
The 7:00pm service will be livestreamed at mainstreetumc.org.



O Come All Ye Faithful

O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem

Come and behold Him, born the King of angels.

In Christ Alone

In Christ alone my hope is found,

He is my light, my strength, my song

This Cornerstone, this solid Ground

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease

Chorus: O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him
O come let us adore Him Christ the Lord

Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation, O sing all ye bright

Hosts of heav'n above,Glory to God, all glory in the highest
Chorus

Yea Lord we greet Thee born this happy morning

Jesus to Thee be all glory giv'n Word of the Father now

inflesh appearing

Chorus

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear

It came upon the midnight clear, That glorious song of old,

From angels bending near the earth, To touch their harps
of gold: Peace on the earth, good will to men, From
heaven's all-gracious King. The world in solemn stillness
lay, To hear the angels sing.

Yet with the woes of sin and strife The world has suffered
long; Beneath the angel strain have rolled Two thousand
years of wrong; And man, at war with man, hears not The
love-song which they bring; hush the noise, ye men of
strife, And hear the angels sing.

And ye, beneath life's crushing load, Whose forms are
bending low, Who toil along the climbing way With
painful steps and slow, Look now for glad and golden
hours Come swiftly on the wing. O rest beside the weary
road, And hear the angels sing.

For lo the days are hastening on, By prophet bards
foretold, When with the ever circling years, Comes round
the age of gold. When peace shall over all the earth Its
ancient splendors fling, And the whole world gives back
the song Which now the angels sing.

My Comforter, my All in All
Here in the love of Christ | stand.

In Christ alone! - who took on flesh,
Fullness of God in helpless babe.

This gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones He came to save
Till on that cross as Jesus died,

The wrath of God was satisfied

For every sin on Him was laid

Here in the death of Christ | live.

There in the ground His body lay,

Light of the world by darkness slain:
Then bursting forth in glorious day

Up from the grave He rose again

And as He stands in victory

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me,

For | am His and He is mine

Bought with the precious blood of Christ

No guilt in life, no fear in death,

This is the power of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny

No power of hell, no scheme of man,
Can ever pluck me from His hand
Till He returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand.



